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PURPOSE: To improve the utilizing efficiency of an external device 

by 

sending a request signal to an external device in response to the 
state change 

of a picture reader and allowing the picture reader to execute the 
processing 

corresponding to a sent command. 

CONSTITUTION: When a state change takes place in a picture reader, 
that is, 

the picture reader is ready after application of power, or a scanner 
is set to 

a read start position and the transfer of a picture data is enabled, 
or an 

erroneous state is generated, or the scanner reaches the home 
position after 

the end of read, a service request signal is sent to a host computer 
42. Upon 

the receipt of the service request signal, the host computer 42 
applies 

polling, discriminates the state of the picture reader 1 in response 
to the 

content of the status data to be supplied and sends a command 
depending on the 

result of discrimination. Thus, the host computer executes another 
job in 

parallel with the processing of the picture reader 1 and improves the 
efficiency. 
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" CONSTITUTION: When a state change takes place in a picture reader, 
that is, 

the picture reader is ready after application of power, or a scanner 
is set to 

a read start position and the transfer of a picture data is enabled, 
or an 

erroneous state is generated, or the scanner reaches the home 
position after 

the end of read, a service request signal is sent to a host computer 
42. Upon 

the receipt of the service request signal, the host computer 42 
applies 

polling, discriminates the state of the picture reader 1 in response 
to the 

content of the status data to be supplied and sends a command 
depending on the 

result of discrimination. Thus, the host computer executes another 
job in 

parallel with the processing of the picture reader 1 and improves the 
efficiency. 



